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Lawsuit: County Jail Illegally Detains People to 
Transfer Them to Immigration Detention 

Immigrant Justice Groups Sue Multnomah County Over Sanctuary Law 
Violations 

PORTLAND, Ore.—Portland Immigrant Rights Coalition (PIRC) and Interfaith Movement 
for Immigrant Justice (IMIrJ), represented by Oregon Law Center, today filed a lawsuit 
against Multnomah County for violating Oregon's sanctuary law. The suit alleges the 
county jail's contract with the US Marshals allows people to be held for immigration 
purposes even after they post bail, complete a sentence, or are ordered released by a 
judge. 

"The county is letting federal agents use our local jail as a pipeline to immigration 
detention," said David Henretty, attorney at Oregon Law Center. "When a judge 
says you're free, you're free. That's not optional. Oregon law requires it, and this 
lawsuit will enforce it. " 

The lawsuit seeks a court order requiring the jail to modify its US Marshals contract to 
stop holding people for immigration purposes after they're entitled to release, or 
terminate the contract if the Marshals refuse. It also seeks to bar the county from 
entering similar agreements in the future. 

“We must stand together and uphold our sanctuary law and our moral commitment to 
protect our neighbors, our families, and our shared values,” said Interfaith Movement 
for Immigrant Justice (IMIrJ) in a statement. “Allowing federal agents to skirt the law 
creates fear, breaks trust, and undermines public safety. We will continue to vigilantly 
defend our communities and Oregon’s sanctuary law, no matter what.” 

Oregon's sanctuary law—the oldest in the nation—was passed with bipartisan support 
in 1987 after local police and sheriff's deputies were used to help federal agents target 
Latino farmworkers in the Willamette Valley. Voters overwhelmingly reaffirmed it on the 
statewide ballot in 2018, and in 2019 legislators strengthened the law. 



However, in January, the Trump administration deputized US Marshals as immigration 
agents, making them "immigration authorities" under Oregon law. Since then, some 
local jails have seen their US Marshals contract revenue jump 58–70% according to 
public records. 

Documented cases show people held by Multnomah County for immigration violations 
after they should have been released, including one person illegally detained for three 
days after a federal judge ordered him free. Many people don't know they have prior 
deportation orders—expedited border removals often happen with no court process 
and no way to contest them. 

“As immigrant communities face increasing threats from federal agents, they need to 
know that Oregon will back them up with action, not just words,” said Portland 
Immigrant Rights Coalition in a statement. “We are taking action so jails follow the 
law and release people when judges order them free. When jails ignore court orders 
and hold people illegally, it makes everyone less safe. People become afraid to call 
911, report crimes, or seek help when they need it.”   
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